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This presentationôs content is based 

on Burt Rutanôs own work experiences 

and hobbies. 
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!ǾƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ wŜƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ
1908 to 1914

ÅEarly 1908, < 12 pilots

ï¢ƘŜƴΣ άL Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǘέΦ

ÅBy 1912

ïHundreds of aircraft 

types in 39 countries.

ïAircraft invented by 

ΨbŀǘǳǊŀƭ {ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΩΦ



Exposure During Childhood
Leads to Adult Creativity

Inspiration begins early ςKids ages 3 to 14



5

Kids Were Inspired by
!ǾƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ wŜƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ ςthese kids

ÅEvery oneof those that 
inspired me.
ïWernher von Braun

ïKelly Johnson

ïCharles Lindbergh

ïJack Northrop

ïEd Heinemann

ïHoward Hughes

ïSergei Korolev

ïAlexander Lippisch

ïBill Lear

ÅThey were all kids during 
ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ wŜƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜΦ



Standout Memories

The Real Inspiration

ÅThe Disney-Werner von Braun Vision, 
Disneyland television 1955

ÅThe ñMoonlinerò at Tomorrowland  1954
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Aerospace Activity 1946 to 1957
During my Childhood (age 3 to 14)

The Jet Age starts.    The Missile Age starts.
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Childhood Activities Were

Driven by Aviation Progress
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A Jump in Aviation Performance:

My inspiration during childhood

1920                    1940                   1960                   1980                   2000                  2020

Mach
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Orbit

Research

Commercial

Military

Burt, 3 to 14 yr



Next, A life with Toy Airplanes
An AMA Presentation, Jan 2010

1948 (age 5)                                                       2009 (age 66)



11

The Early Years - 1950s
A Passion for Airplanes and Competition


